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between the United States and a foreign country so large, and poten-
tially so rich, as Russia, and a natural hope of an increase in this
particular stream of trade in the event of the impediment being
removed successfully. At the same time, a mere comparison of dates
suggests that the question of the balance of power in the Pacific was
an important consideration in the United States Government's mind;
for President Roosevelt's message of the 10th October, 1933, to the
President of the Central Executive Committee of the Soviet Union,
Monsieur Kalinin, which opened the Americo-Russian recognition
negotiations, was despatched less than eight months after the Geneva
verdict of the 24th February, less than six months after the announce-
ment, on the 1st May, of the United States Government's decision to
allocate a sum of $46,000,000 for naval construction from the Federal
Public Works Programme, and at approximately the same interval
after the serving of the Japanese notice of intention to secede from
the League of Nations.1
The message which President Roosevelt despatched to President
Kalinin on the 10th October, 1933, was in the following terms:
From the beginning of my Administration I have thought it necessary
to make an attempt to end the present abnormal relations between the
125,000,000 people of the United States and the 160,000,000 people of
Russia. It is regrettable that these two great peoples, between whom
friendship has existed for more than a century, should have no practical
method of maintaining direct relations with each other. The diffitculties
which have created these abnormal situations are great, but in my
opinion they are not insurmountable. But the difficulties can be over-
come only by sincere and friendly discussion. If you are of the same
opinion, I shall be glad to receive any representative indicated by you
to discuss personally with me all questions dividing our two countries.
Participation in such a discussion would not bind either side in regard
to future action, but it would indicate the sincere wish to come to a
settlement of the problems in question. I hope that such a discussion
may have good results for the peoples of both countries.
To this message, the following reply was promptly despatched by
President Kalinin:
I have received your message of the 10th October. I have always
considered it extremely abnqymal and regrettable that for sixteen years
the two great Republics, the Soviet Union and the United States of
America, should not have had the usual method of regulating relations,
and the advantages which these relations could give. I am glad to
learn that you have come to the same conclusion. There is no doubt
that the difficulties between our two countries can be settled if there
are direct relations between them. On the other hand there is no
possibility of their being settled without such relations. I permit myself
1 See p. 515 above*